
 

 
 

 

Minutes 
 

Accrington Neighbourhoods Board 
 

Time: 
 

Thursday 2 October 2025, 4pm 

Location: 
 

Hybrid: Hybrid: Accrington Stanley Community Room / MS Teams 

In attendance 
 
Sami Smithson (Chair) 
Sarah Smith MP for Hyndburn 
Cllr Ashley Joynes – Lancashire County County 
Heath Groves – Business Sector (remotely) 
Andy Parkin – Education Sector (remotely) 
 
Apologises received from 
 
Cllr Munsif Dad – Hyndburn Borough Council 
Graham Jones – Community Sector 
Adrian Leather – Health and Wellbeing Sector 
Kimberley Whitehead- Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner 
 
Advisers from Hyndburn Borough Council 
 
Dave Welsby – Chief Executive (DW) 
Kirsten Burnett – Head of Policy and OD (KB) 
Becky Moon – Democratic Services Officer 
 

 
Sami Smithson welcomed attendees and introduced herself as the new Chair, 
highlighting her aims were inclusivity and transparency to deliver the 
Neighbourhood Board projects for the community.   
 
The Board expressed condolences following the Manchester incident earlier 
in the day. 
 
 

1. Board composition – Deputy Chairs and membership 
 
The members discussed the board representation gaps, areas highlighted 
were: 
 
- Primary healthcare and education 
- Young people’s voice (direct representation + shadow board) 
- Communications/marketing expertise 
- Environmental representative 
- Faith groups (Muslim, Christian etc) 



 

 
 

 

- Hospitality, retail, and night-time economy 
- Large employers / blue-chip companies 
 
It was discussed that appointing Deputy Chair(s) would be done once the 
board had been bolstered with more members.  
 
It was noted that Deputies were currently allowed for the MP and PCC 
representative, and it was explained that Deputies do not have voting rights.  
 
RESOLVED  
Members agreed to pursue open recruitment with transparency. Advert to be 
drafted with clear process (CV + statement/video) to be posted on HBC social 
media and online, this to be done by the Chair and KB by Monday 6th October. 
Shortlisting of candidates to be done by Sami Smithson (Chair), Andy Parkin 
and Heath Groves. 
 

2. Conflicts of interest 
None were received 
 
 

3. Agree minutes of meeting held on 2 September  
 

RESOLVED  
The minutes were agreed and will be published 
 
 

4. Receive updates from actions from meeting 2 September where no 
discussion is required. 
 
DW gave a verbal update regarding TCMP questions from the previous 
meeting. 
BM confirmed that the timeline to the submission date had been circulated. 
BM confirmed that the Member Services Manager had been informed that the 
submission required exemption from call-in. 

 
 
5. Receive budgetary and expenditure updates, discuss and resolve any 

proposals of use Capacity Fund within local area.  
 
RESOLVED  
Capacity funding would be used to purchase a laptop for the use of the Chair, 
this would be done by HBC.  
Members agreed the payment of the previous Chair’s travel expenses.  
 
ACTION 
BM to liaise with HBC accounts dept to create and provide standard financial 
report for each meeting.  

 
 



 

 
 

 

6. Discuss community engagement. 
 
It was noted 1,100 engaged over 4.5 years. This was expressed as too low. 
Members would look to strengthen engagement, especially youth and 
underrepresented groups moving forward into the first four years. It was 
recognised that it would be difficult to resolve prior to submission and would 
be treated as a priority. 

 
 

7. Discuss Project Lead role remit and resolve any actions required. 
 
Members discussed, remit, salary and structure. Options which were 
consider: Council employment, consultancy, shared authority role. It was 
noted a draft remit and input from Graham Jones had been circulated prior to 
meeting with no other feedback received.  
 
ACTION 
KB & Chair to work together on a Job Description to be circulated with 
Members prior to the meeting 13th October.  
 
 

8. Discuss boundary  
 
Discussion to amend the boundary was deferred until such time it needed to 
be amended for a particular requirement or at the appropriate time.  
 

9. Discuss information from actions from meeting on 2 September and 
first draft of final submission. 
 
Members noted a first draft had been circulated, further input had been 
received from Graham Jones prior to the meeting. Members gave verbal 
feedback of draft. It was discussed whether the Board should ask for an 
extension due to the Chair being new to the role. 
 
ACTION 
The Chair to revisit the draft in consultation of KB, second draft to be 
circulated prior to next meeting on 13th October where Members were asked 
to prepare comments.  
 
 

10. Received any updates regarding EV Charging infrastructure. 
No further updates were given, the report had been included with the 
information passed to the new Chair. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
11. Future meeting dates:  

 
Monday 13th October 2025 
Monday 3rd November 2025 
Monday 24th November 2025 
 
Meeting dates were noted 

 
 

12. AOB 
 

• Request for inclusion of guidance of private enterprise members and 
board expenses on the next agenda.  

 

• It was noted that some Members may prefer to reflect on the meeting 
and have further comments and ideas in the days following. 
Reflections and comments to be sent to BM prior to the next meeting, 
a collation would be circulated for all prior to the meeting. This would 
be a standard expectation for Members for all meetings moving 
forward.  

 
Meeting closed at 6.10pm 
 
 

 


