Minutes

Accrington Neighbourhoods Board

Time: Tuesday 2 September 2025, 4pm
Location: Hybrid: Scaitcliffe House, Cabinet Room / MS Teams
In attendance

Clir Munsif Dad — Hyndburn Borough Council

Sarah Smith MP for Hyndburn (remotely)

Clir Ashley Joynes — Lancashire County Council (remotely)
Kimberley Whitehead — Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner
Graham Jones — Community Sector

Heath Groves — Business Sector (remotely)

Andy Parkin — Education Sector

Apologises received from

Adrian Leather — Health and Wellbeing Sector
Advisers from Hyndburn Council

Dave Welsby — Chief Executive (DW)

Mark Hoyle — Head of Housing and Regeneration (MH)

Kirsten Burnett — Head of Policy and OD (KB)
Becky Moon — Democratic Services Officer (BM)

Graham Jones was asked to manage the meeting again as the Chair
recruitment process was not yet concluded.

1. Update on Chair recruitment
Members were informed that the position had been advertised on social
media, in the press and on the Council website. The date had been
extended to Thursday 4" September, BM to forward applications to Clir Dad
& Dave Welsby after closing.

2, Conflicts of interest

None were received.
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3. Agree minutes of meeting held on 23 June 2025 & 11" August 2025

RESOLVED
The minutes were agreed and will be published.

4, Receive budgetary updates, discuss and resolve any proposals of use
Capacity Fund within local area.

The Members were given a verbal update of current budget, there was
discussion about the recruitment requirements moving forward, however
this was a matter that would be discussed further. DW reminded the Board it
is responsible for the use of the fund and all use to be agreed when the
Chair is in place. The Council is the accountable body.

No further decisions were made regarding Capacity Fund use.
5. Discuss community engagement.

Members were informed that the Engagement update had been submitted
to MHCLG and approved by them. It was identified there had been
extensive engagement. The requirement for work on marketing /
communications was discussed; this was requested to be added to next
agenda to explore further.

6. Presentation to Board regarding the Town Centre Masterplan

Members received a verbal update about options specific to areas within the
town centre which have been highlighted as areas of interest to the Board.

7. Discuss information received regarding the Town Centre Masterplan.

Members discussed using the Town Centre Masterplan as the framework
for the Regeneration Plan. Discussions included previous valuations,
options appraisals and discussions with possible partners. Members noted
that the Regeneration Plan, once submitted, would need to evolve. It was
confirmed that the submission was in the Forward Plan for Cabinet.

All members present agreed that the first and immediate priority was to
develop the Regeneration Plan and that detailed work on potential projects
would follow this.

ACTION
o DW to circulate available information around estimated acquisition /
development processes and costs for any areas the Board have
discussed as possibilities for investment.
o KB to begin work on the final submission and have a draft ready for
the next meeting.
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o BM to speak to Member Services Manager to have the submission
exempt from call-in.
o BM to circulate a timescale for the submission.

8. Discuss reports and information received regarding “Grey Zones” and
Asset Register.

Members were informed that a list of assets was being prepared for Cabinet
and would be available to the Board in the future. Members discussed
possible partners to work with in the area. The possible regeneration
options were discussed, including partners who could be approached.

9. Discuss EV Infrastructure report circulated prior to meeting.

Members considered the report, noting the amount of EV charging points
and there was limited private EV charging within the Borough. Members
considered what investment into the infrastructure could be made.

ACTION
o Members requested information from Lancashire County Council
regarding both on and off-street facilities, KB to contact.

10. Receive updates on actions from previous session on —

e Market Chambers
e Project Lead role remit

Members were given a verbal update regarding the Market Chambers.

The Board was informed that it would be required to consider and resolve
who would employ the Project Lead role. It was identified that the role could
not be confirmed until the after the addition, the board discussed the need
for professional marketing and communications support - to be discussed at
a further meeting.

ACTION
o DW & KB to circulate amongst the Board a draft Project / Programme
Manager job description as a starting point, to be discussed and
agreed when a Chair is appointed.

11.  Future meeting dates:
Monday 22nd September 2025
Monday 13th October 2025
Monday 3rd November 2025
Monday 24th November 2025

Members noted the dates; no objections were raised times to be confirmed.
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12. AOB

It was noted that other areas outside of the PfN boundary could be
considered and it was requested to be included on the next agenda.
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