Minutes

Accrington Neighbourhoods Board

Time: Monday 11" August 2025, 4pm
Location: Hybrid: Accrington College / MS Teams
In attendance

Clir Munsif Dad — Hyndburn Borough Council

Clir Ashley Joynes — Lancashire County Council

Damian Talbot - Deputy for Sarah Smith MP (remotely)
Kimberley Whitehead — Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner
Graham Jones — Community Sector

Heath Groves (remotely) — Business Sector

Andy Parkin — Education Sector

Apologises received from

Adrian Leather - Health and Wellbeing Sector
Sarah Smith MP for Hyndburn

Advisers from Hyndburn Borough Council

Kirsten Burnett — Head of Policy (KB)
Becky Moon — Democratic Services Officer (BM)
Steve Riley — Executive Director (Environment)

1. Introduction

The Board was informed that Chair Andy Tatchell had stepped down from the
Board due to health reasons. Clir Dad informed the Board that the recruitment
process had begun. The Board wished to thank Andy for his work to date for
the Neighbourhoods Board and wished him well.

In the interim Graham Jones was asked the manage the meetings until a new
independent chair was appointed, no resolutions with regard to the fund
usage to take place until a Chair was appointed.

2. Conflicts of interest
None received
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3. Agree minutes of meeting held on 23 June 2025
Deferred to next meeting.

4. Presentation to Board regarding Town regeneration plans
Steve Riley presented a verbal update to Members.

5. Receive budgetary updates, discuss and resolve any proposals of use
Capacity Fund within local area.

Members received a verbal update on the budget to date.
Any discussion and resolution for the use of Capacity Funding was deferred.

ACTIONS
e BM to circulate budget with Members

6. Consider and resolve Community group input and engagement strategy
to be submitted to MHCLG

Resolutions were deferred. A report had been circulated prior to the meeting.
Members considered and discussed the engagement carried out within the
Borough since 2022 to date, recognising the relevance and the usefulness of
the data already collected. While it will be important to build on this, it was
agreed that asking the same questions without taking action would serve no
purpose and could lessen confidence and impact.

Board agreed that this should be a standing item on further agendas so that
relevant engagement could be prioritised.

7. Receive reports and updates on actions from previous session on —

Market Chambers

High power EV Charging

The Arndale Centre

Youth Zones

Project Lead role remit — no further update given

Members received a verbal update from Kirsten Burnett

ACTIONS

e BM to circulate an EV Infrastructure Report

8. Consider and discuss project options for the Neighbourhoods Fund.
Members discussed the next agenda.
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ACTIONS
Items to be added to next agenda

¢ Register of Town Centre assets — Members requested that HBC would
supply an update before the next meeting.

e Grey Zones — Members requested information on work and reports
which had been done by HBC with regard to Grey Zone utilisation
within the Neighbourhoods Fund boundary. This would support the
Board in identifying potential redevelopment opportunities.

e The Arndale Centre — Mark Hoyle to be asked to provide a briefing
note and attend next meeting.

e Town Centre Masterplan — the Board discussed how this recent
(2025), evidenced work around regeneration for the town centre could
provide a useful basis for the emerging Neighbourhoods Plan.

9. Future meeting dates
Members were informed the next meeting would be 2 September 2025,
location to be confirmed. Further dates circulated to be diarised, and locations
confirmed.
ACTIONS
e BM to send calendar invites to Members and advisers.

10. AOB

Members were informed that David Welsby would be invited to attend as an
advisor at future meetings. °
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